UNDER CONSTRUCTION

StreetSquash getting permanent home

by Kirsten Carlson

n an era where most non-profits are

literally begging for funds and agen-

cies like the Red Cross are always

falling short, how on earth did an
urban squash program raise 10 million
dollars for a new facility in just over a
year? The answer to that brain teaser is
that generous individuals, corporations
and foundations believed in an outstand-
ing program and wanted to see it live up
to its full potendal.

StreetSquash in New York City broke
ground on an 18,700 square foot facility

in Harlem in the summer of 2005. The
Stephen L. Green StreetSquash Com-
munity Center will contain eight squash
courts—more than any other facility in
New York City—as well as four class-
rooms, a library, a workour area, locker
rooms and administrative offices for 14
StreetSquash staft members. The new fa-
cility will give the program a permanent
home and allow StreetSquash to greatly
expand the number of kids they reach
each year.

“It will be an enormous increase,”

said StreetSquash founder and executive
director George Polsky. “Because we own
the space, it will furcher our initiative 24
hours a day.”

StreetSquash currently has 80 kids
in its after school program, where they
receive 75 minutes of academic support
and 75 minutes of squash instruction
from staff and volunteers at least three
days per week. They also meet on Satur-
days for a variety of activities including
community service projects. Once the
facility is open, that number should go

MOHAMED HASSAN SQUASH CAMPS 2006

At the Lawrenceville School
“LEARN HOW TO PLAY LIKE A CHAMPION"

* Egypt has produced the boys and girls under 19 current

world junior champions.

* Egypt has won six of eight British Junior Open titles in 2006.
TRAIN-THINK-PLAY-ATTACK-MOVE

LEARN THE EGYPTIAN METHOD!

* Train with top pros and college players

* Friendly competition, great experiences and fun
* 5 Years Experience Organizing Camps - Space is Limited!
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up to berween 120 and 140 kids. The
College Prep program is expected to serve
100 students annually and the Summer
Discovery and Youth Employment Pro-
gram will reach 300 children each year.

A new endeavor that StreetSquash
will take on is the Physical Education for
Public Schools Program. Coming from
schools around the community to get
some gym time at the center, StreetSquash
is aiming to reach 500 children each
school year with the program.

“We will run gym programs for

the public schools that don't have gym
space,” said Polsky. “The gym time will
be squash. All the schools will be within

walking or subway distance. We pur-
posely picked a space that was very near
public schools.”

The Center is being built right in
the middle of Harlem, on 115th between
Lenox Avenue and Fifth Avenue.

“The other thing that is significant
is that the biggest squash center in New
York City is being built in Central Har-
lem,” Polsky said. “When 10 years ago,

people would have said, “What are you
doing? You're crazy.” With all the urban
squash programs coming up, it says a lot
about the future direction of the game. It
will be available to people it has not been
readily available to in the past.”

The Center will occupy the bottom
three floors of a 13-story building with
the goal of opening in Spring 2008.

As for ongoing fundraising efforts,
StreetSquash plans to raise another three
million dollars for the project. Nine mil-
lion will go towards the building of the
Center, while four million will make up
an endowment to pay for the increased
annual budget.

For more information about this
project, visit www.streetsquash.org.

the personal program 2006

The leading intensive teaching program...

If you really want to improve your game—
this is the one place you have to come!

JUNIOR SQUASH CAMPS
AT WESTCHESTER SQUASH

Work with celebrated coach Richard Millman

and his highly regarded full-time coaching staff

of world-class players & coaches. Each student
will receive their own personal prescription for
improvement. Specific technical faults such as
stroke formation and playing out of the back
corners, we cure as a matter of course. If you
want to get better and you are prepared to work—

we guarantee results!

3-Day Camps
Feb 20-22, Mar 13-15, Apr 20-22, Nov 20-22,
Dec 18-20, Dec 26-28 / Cost $500

Personal Program Summer

June 5-8, June 12-16, June 19-23, June 26-30, July 3-7,
July 10-14, July 17-21, July 24-28, July 31-Aug 4, Aug 7-11,
Aug 14-18, Aug 21-25, Aug 28-Sept 1 / Cost $850

Adult Week
Aug 8-12 / Cost $850
For an application form or more details contact

Richard Millman or Lester Brown 914-698-0095
or info@westchestersquash.com

SPORTSPLEX

Half-Day Camps for Beginners
& Intermediates

Mar 13-15, Apr 20-22, Nov 20-22, Dec 18-20,
Dec 26-28 / Cost $250

Full Day Summer Programs

June 19-23, June 26-30, July 3-7, July 10-14, July 17-21,
July 24-28, July 31-Aug 1, Aug 14-18, Aug 21-25,

Aug 28-Sept 1/ Cost $850
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Half-Day Summer Programs
June 12-16, July 3-7, July 17-21, July 31-Aug 4,

Aug 14-18 / Cost $425
For more information please contact

Kumail Mehmood Tel # 203-964-9967
or sportsplex@westchestersquash.com

ST. LUKE'S SCHOOL, NEW
CANAAN, CT

Full Day Summer

June 12-16, June 19-23, July 3-7, July 17-21,
July 31-Aug 4, Aug 21-25,

Aug 28-Sept 1/ Full Week $850

Half-Day Summer Camps
June 5-8, June 26-30, July 10-14, July 24-28, Aug 7-11,

Aug 14-18 / Cost $425
For more information please contact

John Dale 203-801-4919
or johndale@westchestersquash.com




